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This report is mandatory under the Federal Energy Administration Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-275).  For the provisions concerning the confidentiality of information
and sanctions, see Sections VIII and IX of the Instructions. 

Respondent Identification: Affix Identification Label or Enter:

01 Control (ID) No.: 

Complete and return forms no later than the 30th calendar
day of each month to:

Energy Information Administration, EI-45
Mail Station: 2G-024 FORSTL
U.S. Department of Energy
Washington, D.C.  20585
Attn: EIA-857

OR

Fax to: (202) 586-1076 (Attn: EIA-857)

Questions? Call (202) 586-4790

02 Company Name: 

State of Operation: 

Report Period
Month           Year

Revised Report
Indicator

03   2 0   04

SECTION I - NATURAL GAS PURCHASES AND DELIVERIES TO CONSUMERS

Item Description Volume 
(Mcf at 14.73 psia)

Cost or Revenue
(Including taxes)

Purchased Gas Received in Distribution Service Area (City Gate) 05

Delivered to Residential Consumers (Onsystem Sales) 06

Delivered to Commercial Consumers (Onsystem Sales) 07

Delivered to Industrial Consumers (Onsystem Sales) 08

Delivered to Other Nonutility Power Producers (Onsystem Sales) 09

Delivered to Electric Utilities (Onsystem Sales) 10

Transported to Residential Consumers 11

Transported to Commercial Consumers 12

Transported to Industrial Consumers 13

Transported to Other Nonutility Power Producers 14

Transported to Electric Utilities 15

Average Btu Content of Gas Delivered to Customers 16 (Btu/cu.ft.)

SECTION II - FOOTNOTES

SECTION III - CONTACT INFORMATION (person most knowledgeable about the reported data)

23. Contact  Name: 24.  Title:

25. Phone Number: (          )          - 26. Fax Number: (          )          - 27. E-Mail Address:

Signature: Date:

Title 18 USC 1001 makes it a criminal offense for any person knowingly and willingly to make to any Agency or Department of the United States any false, fictitious, or fraudulent
statements as to any matter within its jurisdiction.
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MONTHLY REPORT OF NATURAL GAS PURCHASED DELIVERIES TO CONSUMERS
FORM EIA-857

INSTRUCTIONS
I. PURPOSE

The purpose of the Form EIA-857, “Monthly Report of Natural
Gas Purchases and Deliveries to Consumers,” is to provide the
Department of Energy, Energy Information Administration (EIA),
with information on the delivered cost of natural gas to
distribution systems and the quantity and price of natural gas
consumed, by market sector, on a current monthly basis by State
and Region.  Reporting of the data requested on Form EIA-857
is mandatory pursuant to the Federal Energy Administration
(FEA) Act of 1974, Public Law 93-275.

The data obtained in this survey will be used by EIA to impute
monthly average delivered, or city-gate, prices of natural gas
purchased by distribution systems and the monthly consumption
of, and average prices paid by consumers for, natural gas, by
market sector, in the various States. State and regional
summaries estimated from the data collected will be published in
the EIA’s Monthly Energy Review, Natural Gas Annual, Natural
Gas Monthly, Winter Fuels Report and made available to the
Department of Energy, the Executive Branch, Congress, State
governments, industry, and the public.

II. WHO MUST REPORT

Reports must be completed by all recipients of the Form EIA-857.
Companies receiving copies of the form were statistically
selected by the EIA from a listing of all companies in the United
States distributing natural gas to consumers, including service
directly from pipelines, to provide a representative sample of
natural gas distribution of the various States and the District of
Columbia.  Respondents servicing consumers in more than one
State or with a service area extending into more than one State
must submit a separate report for each State for which they have
been selected.  

Separate forms packages were prepared for each of the States
for the companies which must report for more than one State.
Report deliveries in a State only if you received a forms package
specifying that State.  A complete report should be filed for or by
each company subsidiary delivering natural gas to end-use
customers in the States for which the company has been
selected.  These reports may be made as a consolidated report
or as separate filings for each subsidiary.

III. WHEN TO REPORT

The Form EIA-857 must be filed with the EIA, on or before the
30th day after the end of the report month, except that when the
30th day falls on a weekend or national holiday, the reports are to
be filed on the next business day.

One of the primary purposes of the Form EIA-857 survey is to
make the information collected available within a time period as
current as practical.  Timely filing is a critical element in the
survey.  In an ongoing monthly survey, both expected and
unexpected events will create delays in the availability of actual
data from your records.  If necessary, in order to file by the due
date, complete the report based upon preliminary compilations or
estimated figures.  Estimated data items should be denoted by
placing an “e” immediately after the item.

IV. WHERE TO SUBMIT

Survey forms can be submitted by fax or mail to the address
below.

Fax completed forms to: (202) 586-1076; Attn: Form EIA-857.

Mail completed forms to:

Energy Information Administration, EI-45
Mail Station: 2G-024 FORSTL
U.S. Department of Energy
Washington, D.C.  20585
Attn: Form EIA-857

Preprinted return address labels are included in the forms
package for your convenience.  Additional copies of the EIA-857
form and instructions are also available on the EIA Website at
www.eia.doe.gov.  Click on natural gas; then survey forms on the
sidebar at the left of the screen.

For general information and/or assistance, call (202) 586-4790.

V. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE REPORT

Form EIA-857, “Monthly Report of Natural Gas Purchases and
Deliveries to Consumers,” is a one-page form consisting of
identifying information and three Sections.  Generally, only
Section I, Natural Gas Purchases and Deliveries to Consumers,
and Section III, Contact Person are expected to be completed on
a routine basis.  Section II, Footnotes, is to be used, as needed,
for footnotes, explanatory remarks, or any comments to explain,
qualify, clarify, or expand the information provided.  Section II
should also be used for name or address changes.  If additional
space is needed for footnotes, continue on a separate 8 ½ x 11
sheet with your control number, company name, and State of
operations entered at the top of the attached sheet.
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VI. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AND DATA ENTRY
STANDARDS

The information to be reported on the Form EIA-857 should
generally be information available from your records without
necessity for allocations or accounting adjustments.  With the
exception of converting to Federal Standard conditions for
reporting volume data, flexibility is afforded to accommodate
differences in the billing schedules and accounting practices of
respondents.

All volume data must be reported in thousand cubic feet at 14.73
pounds per square inch absolute and 60o Fahrenheit.  (Bureau of
the Budget, Circular No. A-46, Exhibit H, issued February 15,
1966, established a standard gas pressure base of 14.73 psia
and 60o Fahrenheit, effective January 1, 1967, to be used by all
Federal agencies when collecting and publishing information on
natural gas).

All reporting of deliveries and sales is to be on an onsystem,
physical possession basis.  Offsystem sales, exchanges, and/or
storage information, should not be reported.  All transactions
should be reported when and where the gas physically enters or
leaves your system.

All cost and revenue amounts are to be reported in dollars.

Negative values are not acceptable.  Prior period adjustments
should be filed as resubmissions for the month(s) to which the
adjustment(s) were made.  If company records do not permit
allocation of adjustments to the appropriate months, the
adjustments should be reported as footnotes only.

Reporting of preliminary or estimated data is encouraged if
necessary to meet the due date.  Revised reports are not required
unless actual or corrected data vary more than plus or minus 4
percent from the data previously reported.

All respondents should review forms prior to submission for any
of the following conditions that may result in error conditions
and/or refiling requirements.

(1) Change in average unit price of greater than + or -15 percent
from the previous month or year.  Large volume changes
from the previous month or from the same month in the
previous year.

(2) Relatively large differences from the Form EIA-176 data
when annual totals from the previous year are compared.

The purchased gas information reported will be used by the EIA
to develop monthly volume-weighted average prices for gas
delivered to natural gas utility distribution systems in each State.
The data collected are not intended to represent, and will not be
portrayed as representing, the total cost of gas utilized by
distribution companies.  Only those transactions involving
purchased gas received in a gas utility service area for which full
delivered cost, including any separately stated transportation
cost, is regularly recorded need be reported.  Receipts of
company-owned natural gas from storage should be included and
the value should include transportation and storage costs as well
as commodity cost.

The deliveries to consumers information will be used by the EIA

to develop monthly estimates of the total volumes of gas
consumed by residential, commercial, and industrial consumers
in each State and the average prices paid by such consumers.
Deliveries to consumers information should include only on-
system deliveries.  Many respondent companies prefer to report
information concerning deliveries to electric utilities in order to
fully account for their deliveries to consumers.  Electric utility
consumption and price information is available to the EIA from
the FERC Form-423,  “Monthly Report of Cost and Quality of
Fuels for Electric Plants,” and the EIA-759, “Monthly Power Plant
Report.”  Because the EIA does not use information from Form
EIA-857 concerning deliveries to electric utilities in preparing its
estimates, reporting of those items is optional.

Purchased gas information and deliveries to consumer
information are not intended, or expected, to be directly
correlative.  The information will be considered and treated as
separate data series.

VII. SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

Respondent Identification (lines 01 and 02): The 10-character
State specific identifying control number assigned to your
company is printed at the top of the identification label affixed to
the colored insert in the forms package.  Preprinted identification
labels are also included in the package for your convenience.
Either affix a preprinted identification label in the space provided
at the top of the form or enter your control number, company
name, and State of operations.  Note that the last two characters
of the control number are the postal abbreviation of the report
State.

Report Period (line 03): Enter the month and year of the report
period ( e.g., January 2000 should be 01 for January and 00 for
the year). The information reported is not required to represent
gas physically received or delivered during the calendar month
designated.  Data may be reported based upon your supplier’s
monthly billing period and your company’s scheduled consumer
billing cycles.  The timing and periods covered for purchases and
deliveries to consumers need not, and would not normally be
expected to, coincide.

Revised Report Indicator (line 04): Place an “x” in the “Revised
Report Indicator” block if the data entered revise data previously
submitted.  Revisions are not required unless the corrected data
vary by more than plus or minus 4 percent from the data
previously submitted.  When revising data, it is preferred that a
copy of the original submission be used, with the original data
crossed through and the revised data entered next to them.

SECTION I - NATURAL GAS PURCHASES AND DELIVERIES
TO CONSUMERS

Line 5. Purchased Gas Received in Distribution Service Area:
Report the total volume and cost of purchased gas received in
your distribution service area during the month.  If your
supplier(s) does (do) not bill on a calendar month basis, base
your report on the billing period(s) most nearly matching the
designated report month.  Volumes should represent all gas
physically received for sale and delivery to consumers, whether
purchased from pipeline companies, marketers, brokers,
producers or other sources, or exchange gas, or company-owned
gas received from storage.  Costs should represent the total cost
of those volumes, including any and all demand charges,
commodity charges, monthly minimum bill and/or take-or-pay
charges, surcharges, refunds in the form of reduced charges,
charges incidental to underground storage of company-owned
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gas, and transportation charges paid or incurred to deliver gas to
your distribution service area.

The purpose of the information reported is to enable the EIA to
develop monthly average city-gate prices for each of the States.
Only those recorded transactions representing receipts in a gas
utility distribution service area during the report period are to be
reported.  Respondents, such as producers and pipelines,
utilizing transportation or transmission system supply to provide
service to consumers directly from their lines for which delivered
costs are not separately recorded should enter “NR” for Not
Recorded and briefly describe their operations by footnote on
their initial report.  Respondents with a contiguous distribution
service area extending across States lines should report
purchased gas information only on the report(s) for the State(s)
in which the gas was actually received.

Gas purchased for storage, except for storage in your own
storage reservoirs within your distribution service area, should be
excluded at the time of its purchase.  The volumes and
associated costs are to be reported when the gas is withdrawn
from storage and transported to the distribution area for sale and
delivery to consumers.

Lump sum refunds received or lump sum minimum take, take-or-
pay, or similar charges paid for prior period receipts should be
excluded from Section I but described in Section II.  Only total
amounts received or paid need to be reported by footnote.  Prior
reports need not be revised to reflect such sums.

Lines 6-10. Delivered to Consumers: Report the total volume of
gas for which onsystem consumers were billed, by category of
consumer, during the report period and the total amount billed.
Offsystem sales should be excluded.  Volumes reported should
represent billing during the month to the extent the information is
reasonably available based upon your company’s monthly billing
cycle schedule.  Estimated bills, scheduled or nonscheduled,
should be included.  Revenues reported should be gross
revenues, including any and all system charges or minimum bill
amounts, commodity charges, taxes, surcharges, adjustments
or other charges billed for the gas delivered.  Amounts refunded
in the form of reduced bills should be reflected.  Refunds to
consumers in the form of check refunds should be excluded but
the total refunded reported by footnote.  For customers on level
payment, deferred payment, or similar plans, amounts ultimately
to be paid for the volumes delivered should be reported.  In the
event your regularly maintained records do not include all
charges for which customers are billed, for example local sales
taxes, footnote on your initial submission the type of charges
excluded.

Lines 9 and 14. Other Nonutility Power Producers:  Report the
total volume of gas sold and delivered, or transported to,
consumers whose activities are primarily nonutility electric power
generation.

Lines 10 and 15. Electric Utility: (Reporting of this customer
class is optional): Report the total volume of gas sold and
delivered from your system and the gross revenues associated
with that gas.  Sales to a combination gas and electric utility are
to be included in this category only if the gas was physically
delivered to the electric plant through your company’s facilities.
A combination utility purchasing gas for delivery to its own
electric plants is to include such deliveries in this category.

Lines 11-15. Transported to Consumers: Report the total
volume of gas and revenues associated with gas physically

delivered to consumers for the account of others during the report
period.

Revenues reported should be gross revenues, including any and
all system charges, surcharges, taxes, or other revenues
collected by the local distribution company for delivery of natural
gas for the account of others.  These revenues do not include
commodity charges and other revenues billed by marketers or
other entities that sold the gas to the end user.  Interstate
pipeline companies are not required to provide revenue data.

Line 16. Average Btu content of gas delivered to consumers:
Report the average Btu content used for computing billing
amounts for the month if consumers were billed on a therm or
decatherm basis.  If billing was on a volumetric basis enter “NM”
for Not Measured.

SECTION II - FOOTNOTES

Section II is to be used to footnote specific data elements or to
submit explanatory remarks or comments to explain, clarify,
qualify,  or expand the information provided.  Section II should
also be used for reporting company name or address changes.
Footnotes should be referenced by entering the data element
number, e.g., “06" for a footnote concerning data on deliveries to
residential consumers.

SECTION III - CONTACT INFORMATION

Enter the name, title, telephone number, fax number, and e-mail
address of the person to contact concerning information shown
on the report.  The person listed should be the person most
knowledgeable of the specific data reported.

Classification of Consumers

Consumers should be classified in accordance with the following
definitions to the extent reasonably available from your records.
In the event your customer classification for billing purposes
differs from the definitions below, the information requested may
be reported on the basis of your billing classification, provided
that an explanation of the difference(s) is provided by footnote on
your initial report.  Note that deliveries to electric utilities are not
required to be included in this report.  Information on electric
utility consumption is available to the EIA from the EIA-759,
“Monthly Power Plant Report.”

Residential Consumers: Consumers using gas for heating,
air conditioning, cooking, water heating, and other residential
uses in single or multi-family dwelling, apartments or mobile
homes.

Commercial Consumers: Nonmanufactur ing
establishments or agencies primarily engaged in the sale of
goods or service.  Included are hotels, restaurants,
wholesale and retail stores, other service enterprises; and
local, State, and Federal agencies engaged in
nonmanufacturing activities.

Industrial Consumers: Primarily establishments engaged in
a process which creates or changes raw or unfinished
materials into another form or product.  Also included in this
category are consumers engaged in minerals extraction, the
construction industry, or agriculture.
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Electric Utility: Owns and/or operates facilities for the
generation, transmission, distribution, or sale of electric
energy, primary for use by the public, and files forms listed
in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 18, Part 141.  The
SIC code of an electric utility is 49.  Facilities that qualify as
cogenerators or small power producers under the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act are not considered electric
utilities.

Nonutility Power Producer: Owns electric generating
capacity and is not an electric utility.  Nonutility producers
include qualifying cogenerators, qualifying small power
producers, and other nonutility generators (including
independent power producers) that do not file forms listed in
the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 18, Part 141.

The following classification of consumer types is provided for
your information.

How to Report on
Type of consumer Form EIA-857

Master-metered apartments Residential
Mobile homes Residential
Multi-family dwellings, individually metered Residential
Single-family dwellings Residential
Agriculture, forestry and fisheries Industrial
Churches and hospitals Commercial
Government (local, State and Federal)

agencies Commercial
Hotels Commercial
Non-manufacturing military installations Commercial
Restaurants Commercial
Retail stores Commercial
SIC 40-99 (Except 49) Commercial
Wholesale stores Commercial
SIC 10-39 Industrial
SIC 49 Electric Utility

Note that the size of an operation does not affect its
consumer classification:

(1) Large commercial operations are classified as
commercial, not industrial.

(2) Small industrial operations are classified as industrial,
not commercial.

VIII. PROVISIONS REGARDING CONFIDENTIALITY
OF INFORMATION

The Office of Legal Counsel of the Department of Justice
concluded on March 20, 1991, that the Federal Energy
Administration Act requires the Energy Information
Administration to provide company-specific data to the
Department of Justice, or to any other Federal agency when
requested for official use, which may include enforcement of
Federal law.  The information contained on this form may also be
made available, upon request, to another component of the
Department of Energy (DOE); to any Committee of Congress, the
General Accounting Office, or other Congressional agencies
authorized by law to receive such information.  A court of
component jurisdiction may obtain this information in response
to an order.

The information contained on this form will be kept confidential

and not disclosed to the public to the extent that it satisfies the
criteria for exemption under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. §552, the DOE regulations, 10 C.F.R. §1004.11,
implementing the FOIA, and the Trade Secrets Act, 18 U.S.C.
§1905.

Upon receipt of a request for this information under the FOIA, the
DOE shall make a final determination whether the information is
exempt from disclosure in accordance with the procedures and
criteria provided in the regulations.  To assist us in this
determination, respondents should demonstrate to the DOE that,
for example, their information contains trade secrets or
commercial or financial information whose release would be likely
to cause substantial harm to their company’s competitive
position.  A letter accompanying the submission that explains (on
an element-by-element basis) the reasons why the information
would be likely to cause the respondent substantial competitive
harm if released to the public would aid in this determination.  A
new justification does not need to be provided each time
information is submitted on the form, if the company has
previously submitted a justification for that information and the
justification has not been changed.

IX. SANCTIONS

The timely submission of Form EIA-857 by those required to
report is mandatory under Section 13(b) of the Federal Energy
Administration Act of 1974 (FEA Act) (Public Law 93-275), as
amended.  Failure to respond may result in a civil penalty of not
more than $2,500 for each violation, or a fine of not more than
$5,000 for each willful violation.  The government may bring a
civil action to prohibit reporting violations, which may result in a
temporary restraining order or a preliminary or permanent
injunction without bond.  In such civil action, the court may also
issue mandatory injunctions commanding any person to comply
with these reporting requirements.

X. FILING FORMS WITH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
AND ESTIMATED REPORTING BURDEN

Respondents are not required to file or reply to any Federal
collection of information unless it has a valid OMB control
number.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 3.5 hours per response, including the
time of reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this
collection of information including suggestions for reducing this
burden to: Energy Information Administration, Statistics and
Methods Group, EI-70, 1000 Independence Avenues, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20585; and to the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget,
Washington, D.C. 20503.
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